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From the President 

 
THE Arana Bridge Club continues to prosper.  
At the recent committee meeting 10 new 
members were accepted into the club and they 
are very welcome.  It is very comforting to see 
the club continuing to grow while still 
retaining its reputation as “the friendly club”.  
We wish our new members many years of 
challenging and enjoyable bridge. 

The Friday Pairs championship was held 
recently with the following results: 

Winners:   Irena Hall and  
Bob Dancer 

Runners up:   Deidre and  
Jim Taylor 

Handicap Winners: Jenny Lewis and 
Darlene Smith 

Congratulations to those players. 
I would also like to remind members that, 

by also being members of the ABF, they have 
access to travel insurance for $100.  This is 
available to members up to their 90th birthday.  
If anyone is interested they should contact 
either Tony Agar or me for details. 

As the warmer weather approaches, the air-
conditioned comfort of the clubhouse 
becomes very attractive.  Make sure that it is 
not wasted. 

Val Acklin  (President) 

Masterpoint movements 
NEW rankings for Arana home club members 
for the period to 31st July. 

  Local Master  Judy Cantamassa 
Perry Morgan  
Tom McCabe 
Maureen Pascoe 

  Regional Master Peter Anderson 

  State Master   Patricia Lye 

Robert Matthew (MP Sec) 

 
Clarification 
In the last edition of the TrumpIt the list of 
Masterpoint movements was identified as being 
up to date as at the end of March. That should 
have been “as at the end of May”.       (editor) 

 
Editor:      Michael Walker  ph 3359 8907 
Email:      mandjwalker@tpg.com.au 
Contributions may be by email (preferred) or 
by placing a note in the ideas box at the 
clubhouse 

 
Tony’s Tip  

“The Probing  Double” 

This probing double is  a double based on a 
moderately good defensive hand and the 
expectation that partner holds a similar type of 
hand. It is used against game contracts that 
have been eked out in such a cautious manner 
that the opponents are clearly marked with a 
minimum for their game try. Say as east you 
hold: 
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♠6542 ♥KQ3 ♦4 ♣QJ742  (8 high 
card points) 

The bidding has proceeded as follows: 

West North East South 
pass 1S pass 3S 
pass 4S 

The bidding is strong so it is best to remain 
silent. But suppose you hold the same hand 
and the opponent's bidding goes: 

North South 
1H 1S 
2H 2S 
3C 3S 
3NT 

As east, your strong hearts and clubs sit over 
north's suits so the hand most likely will play 
badly for them. As the opponents are marked 
with a minimum, double for penalties.   

Suppose as west you hold: 

♠32 ♥KJ9 ♦AJ95 ♣8763  

The bidding proceeds: 

South West North East 
1H pass 1S  pass 
2D pass 2H pass 
3H pass 4H pass 
pass X 

Neither opponent has indicated more than a 
minimum hand in their respective positions. 
You hold 9 points and sit over south's suits. 
Partner may be counted on for 6-7 points at 
least, a total of 15 or 16. The important 
consideration is that your points are more or 
less evenly divided.  

This is the toughest possible assignment 
for a declarer. He does not know which way 
to finesse, figure the trump split or work play 
strategies. Your heart and diamond honours 
are apt to win 3 tricks and partner is marked 
with some strength, possibly located in a 
commanding position. 

Of all the doubles made in bridge this is 
the one least made but often the most 
rewarding. Think of the times you have scored 
100 or 150 after setting a game contract 2 or 3 

tricks. Also the times opponents say 
unhappily, on a routine hand, "down 2". 

It is somewhat ironic that a probing double 
has little of the risk carried by a powerhouse 
double where you hold most or all of the 
defensive strength. Much of your strength 
may be wasted values. 

Like all bridge bidding it does not pay to be 
dogmatic and double in all such instances. 
Carefully assess each situation.  Say you hold 
queens that can be trapped and long suits that 
are useless for taking tricks (declarer possibly 
void). To put it into the form of rules:- 

• When the opponents are marked for a 
bare minimum for their game, try then: 

• With a strong hand be pessimistic 
about doubling. 

• With a moderate hand be optimistic 
about  doubling. 

Tony Agar 

Director’s Corner 
“ALERTABLE CALLS” 

A player knows his partner’s call is 
conventional but cannot recall their actual 
agreement: What can be done? 
First he alerts the call, then, if the opponents 
ask, he  calls the Director. The Director can 
send the player away from the table, and let 
his partner give the meaning of the call. It is 
important that it is made clear to the partner 
that he should only say what the call means. 
He is not being asked to say what is in his 
hand!  

A player thinks his partner has given a 
wrong explanation, failed to alert or alerted 
when there was no need to alert.  During the 
auction the player must do nothing to indicate 
that anything is amiss; no gasps, no gestures, 
nothing. If he becomes a declarer or dummy, 
he must inform the opposition after the 
bidding has finished and before play has 
begun.  If he becomes a defender, he informs 
the opposition at the end of the play.   
During the auction, players must alert: 

• Any calls which the opponents may not 
fully understand or may reasonable 
misinterpret. 
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• All natural bids that convey a meaning 
the opponents may not expect. 

• Any strong bids that are strong, which 
sound weak, or weak bids that sound 
strong, or any other calls that, by 
agreement, convey a meaning different 
from the normal meaning ascribed to 
them. 

e.g. Player opens 1D, partner bids 2S, 
which may mean a strong or weak spade suit. 
 (Jump bids are self alerting so 1D 2S is 
borderline alertable...but the opponents should 
be informed at the end of the auction that it is 
(very) weak. 

1H 3D (Bergen raise) should be alerted as 
it also conveys 4 card trump support. 

Any player may deviate from his side’s 
announced understandings, always provided 
that his partner has no more reason to be 
aware of the deviation than have the 
opponents. Repeated deviations lead to 
implicit understandings which then form part 
of the partnership’s methods and must be 
disclosed. 

If in doubt, over-alert rather than under-
alert. 

(Val Cran – With a lot of help from 
Richard McLauchlan.    Directors) 

 

John Martin’s Story 

 

I was born in April 1938 at Sidcup, Kent, 
about 12 miles from the centre of London, a 
year and a half before World War 2. My dad 
taught Latin and Greek at the local High 
School and Mum was at home looking after 
me - I was an only child. Dad was the local 
tennis champion and he played lacrosse 
(hockey with a net on your stick) as a winter 
sport but I can’t remember seeing him play.  

In 1943, October 27th (Mum’s birthday) we 
got a direct hit on the house from a ‘trial’ 
DoodleBug – the Bug’s started in earnest in 
mid-1944. I was blown through our roof onto 
the roof next door (semidetached), the roof 
collapsed and the whole bed went through the 
roof with me in it as the house collapsed. 
They said whoever tucked me in that night 
saved my life. When I awoke, pinned under 
my bed’s blankets, not able to breath properly 
- I can remember yelling my head off - Help!! 
Help!! – I still do the same today every so 
often - so my wife tells me – I usually can’t 
remember!! I was carried down, through the 
rubble to the waiting ambulance and saw my 
Dad on the bed below as I was taken to the 
local hospital – I didn’t know but Dad died on 
the way to hospital. Mum was badly injured 
and was hospitalized for 10 weeks – I was 
looked after by my grandparents and Aunty 
Glad, mum’s elder sister. I stayed with my 
grandparents in Westminster (100 yards from 
Whitehall & the Houses of Parliament - 
Westminster Cathedral was just round the 
corner) for part of the week and with my 
Aunty Glad for the rest. Gran used to put me 
into the ‘Ladies only’ carriage at the rear of 
the train at Vauxhall Station with a note 
saying ‘please put John out at Sunbury’ 
pinned to my coat – Aunty Glad was at 
Sunbury – I was almost 6. 

Mum came out of hospital in March/April 
and we were evacuated to Mum’s cousin 
Trixie who lived in Wigan, Lancashire – 
families in and around London were 
encouraged to evacuate to the North of 
England whilst the bombing was most severe 
which it was at that time. I think we were 
there from March to July – I can remember 
going to school, having to wear wooden clogs 
and walk along a lot of cobble-stoned streets. 
Mum was convalescing but was able to 
arrange for us to go back to Sidcup and live at 
West Lodge Prep School (which I had been 
attending since I was 3) in return for Mum 
being the caretaker/cook at the school. We 
were on our own initially but Gran and 
Grandad left Westminster, probably around 
Xmas 1943, and came and lived with us at 
West Lodge, 3 story’s and 18 rooms - 7 of 
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which were the classrooms, 5 were for food 
preparation, storage and staff facilities and 6 
were ours (3 beds on top floor and kitchen, 
dining and bathroom on the middle floor. 
Mum needed help with the running of the 
school (Mrs O’Bien came in daily from ten 
until two). All up Mum used to prepare 120 
hot lunches a day, morning and afternoon tea 
for the school staff, maintain 8 
fireplaces/boilers (1 fire in each classroom 
plus 2 boilers for the house’s radiators) and 
maintain the school grounds. The grounds 
consisted of large front and back gardens 
(about 3 tennis courts worth) at West Lodge 
plus the house next door which had been 
bombed badly and was deserted – it was razed 
and turned into a playground and more 
gardens for the school. The gardens had three 
conservatories  - one with two grape vines, 
another with indoor garden beds in which 
granddad grew various vegetables, the third 
was attached to the house and was used as a 
play area by the kindergarten and nursery 
classes. In addition Granddad maintained 2 
allotments on which he grew all the 
vegetables required for the school lunches, 
our own veg and a fair bit more that he gave 
away. We also had two chicken coops and 
about 15 fruit trees (apples, pears, plums) plus 
2 huge walnut trees, one hazel nut tree and a 
conker nut tree. I have very pleasant 
memories of our time there but in 1949 we 
had to move as Mum’s health deteriorated and 
running the school meals, cleaning and 
ground’s maintenance became too much for 
her. 

In September, 1947 after much letter 
writing by Mum to the school’s 
governors/benefactors to get me a 
‘presentation’ I was fortunate enough to go to 
a boy’s boarding school near Horsham, 
Sussex. The school is one of England’s oldest 
Public Schools (founded in 1552 in London 
for the waifs and strays) – the school had kept 
up its tradition of being for the ‘poor and 
needy’ and Mum’s letter writing was to get a 
governor to agree to ‘present’ me to the 
school, ie., agree to pay my fees – to this day I 
have no idea who it was – I should have found 
out. There were at that time 850 boys at 

Horsham, Sussex and 400 girls at Hertford, 
Hertfordshire – the principle is still the same 
today although the girls have joined the boys 
at Horsham. There are also more places for 
councils and other organizations, eg the 
military, to present their choices to the school, 
as opposed to governors. The picture will give 
you an idea of the school’s uniform ‘Housie 
Dress’ is what it is called – the stockings are 
orange and the knee length britches have 3 
silver buttons on each leg - who said that !!  

 

Sadly Mum died in 1955. She had fought 
breast cancer for about 5 years but she never 
gave up playing tennis despite the fact that in 
the end she couldn’t throw the ball up with 
her left arm to serve - she used to toss it up off 
the face of the racquet in her right hand. 

I continued to live in Sidcup with my 
grandparents and went to Woolwich 
Polytechnic for 3 years, during which time I 
was married, moved to Hextable, Kent and 
Andrea was born in 1959. I got my first full-
time job in August 1960 as a programmer 
with Leo Computers. After a job move to 
Maidstone in 1961 I saw the ads for 
Programmers in Australia in early 1963 and 
we decided to move to Canberra that year. 
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 Canberra’s population was 80,000 when 
we got there, the same size as Maidstone. 
Suzanne was born in 1964. 50% of the Oz 
government programmers were recruited from 
the UK. Canberra was full of them so it was 
pretty easy to fit in, playing rugby, cricket and 
squash didn’t hurt. In many ways Canberra 
was the ideal place to bring up children – the 
facilities were very good and I don’t regret my 
18 years there – my two daughters still live 
there. However things happen and after a 
marriage breakup I met Denise in 1979 and 
we decided to move to Brisbane in 1981 with 
her three children Damian, Louise and Peter. 
Brisbane, where Denise’s family reside, has 
been good to us and we have 10 healthy 
grandchildren – six in Canberra, two in 
Singapore and two in London. I retired in 
2003, took up Bridge again (after 57 years – 
the family played in 1946/7) in May, 2003 
when I was introduced to Arthur – we’ve 
played ever since, twice a week – Arana is 
great fun. 
 

Games & Cards Afternoon 
Come and enjoy an afternoon playing a 
variety of card / board games.  E.g. 
Canaster, 500, Monopoly, 
Backgammon, Social Bridge, etc.  
Bring your own favourite game to 
share. No partner required – Meet new 
Friends – Invite relatives, neighbours 
etc.  All welcome. 
Where: Arana Contract Bridge Club. 
When: Thursday afternoon at 1pm 
on the 18th October and 22nd 
November. 
Cost:  $5.00 
For further information contact: 
Val Cran 3300 1447, or 
Lorraine Steele 3351 6173. 

 
 

Puzzle Corner  
In the next column is a puzzle provided by 
Joan Mills. I am still puzzling over some of 
them! 
 

HERE’S SOMETHING TO SET YOU 
THINKING 

 
The PUZZLE is so simple, it’s guaranteed to 
drive the family mad. 

All that’s needed is a number, and the initials 
of words equal to it.  

For example, 16 = O in the P.  The answer 
being, of course, Ounces in the Pound. 

1. 26 = L of the A ..................  
2. 7 = W of the W ..................  
3. 1001 = A N ..................  
4. 12 = S of the Z ..................  
5. 54 = C in a P (with J’s) ..................  
6. 9 = P in the S S ..................  
7. 18 = H on a G C ..................  
8. 90 – D in a R A ..................  
9. 3 = B M (SHTR) ..................  
10. 4 = Q in a G ..................  
11. 24 = H in a D ..................  
12. 1 = W on a U ..................  
13. 57 = H V ..................  
14. 11 = P in a F T ..................  
15. 29 = D in F in a L Y ..................  
16. 40 = D and N of the G F ..................  
17. 76 = T in the B P ..................  
18. 80 = D A the W ..................  
19. 3 = M in a B ..................  
20. 9 = L of a C ..................  
21. 15 = M on a D M C ..................  
22. 168 = H in  a W ..................  
23. 1815 = B of W ..................  
24. 39 = S (JB) ..................  
25. 1728 = C I in a C F ..................  
26. 13 = A B D ..................  
27. 1760 = Y in a M ..................  
28. 1812 = O (T) ..................  
29. 5280 = F in a M ..................  
30. 2468 = W D W A ..................  

 
(Anon) 
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Inspired Music 
(This item provided by Dorothy Barlow )         

On 18 November 1995, Itzhak Perlman, the 
violinist, came on stage to give a concert at 
the Lincoln Centre in New York. If you have 
been to a Perlman concert, you know that 
getting on stage is no small achievement for 
him. He was stricken with polio as a child and 
so he has braces on both legs and walks with 
two crutches. He walks painfully, yet 
majestically, until he reaches his chair. Then 
he sits down slowly, puts his crutches on the 
floor, undoes the clasps on his legs, tucks one 
foot back and extends the other foot forward. 
Then he picks up the violin, puts it under his 
chin, nods to the conductor and proceeds to 
play.  

But this time, something went wrong. Just 
as he finished the first few bars, one of the 
strings on his violin broke. You could hear it 
snap. There was no mistaking what he had to 
do. He would have to get up, put on the clasps 
again, pick up the crutches and limp his way 
off stage to find another violin or another 
string for this one. But he didn’t. Instead, he 
waited a moment, closed his eyes and then 
signalled the conductor to begin again.  

And he played with such passion, power 
and purity as we had never heard before. 

Of course, anyone knows that it is 
impossible to play a symphonic work with 
just three strings. You could see him 
modulating, changing, recomposing the piece 
in his head. When he finished, there was an 
awed silence and then people rose and 
cheered in an extraordinary outburst of 
applause from every corner of the auditorium.  

He smiled, wiped the perspiration from his 
brow, raised his bow to quiet us, and then he 
said – not boastfully, but in a quiet, pensive, 
reverent tone: ‘You know, sometimes it is the 
artist’s task to find out how much music you 
can still make with what you have left’. 

Unknown author,   Thank you! 
 
Happy Birthday Judy Valentine. 

Judy had her 70th birthday on 1 September. 
 
 

The conceptual mind  
(This item provided by DarleneSmith )  

This is a bit different, there are numerals 
for letters; yet, the mind reads it. 
Let's see how many lines you'd go before 
you get the hang of it and start really 
reading. Try it!  
   
7H15 M3554G3 53RV35 7O PR0V3 
H0W 0UR M1ND5 C4N D0 
4M4Z1NG 7H1NG5! 1MPR3551V3 
7H1NG5! 1N 7H3 B3G1NN1NG 17 
WA5 H4RD BU7 N0W, 0N 7H15 
LIN3 Y0UR M1ND 1S R34D1NG 17 
4U70M471C4LLY W17H 0U7 3V3N 
7H1NK1NG 4B0U7 17, B3 PROUD! 
0NLY C3R741N P30PL3 C4N R3AD 
7H15.PL3453 F0RW4RD 1F U C4N 
R34D 7H13 
 
Thank you to our contributors to this issue 
– and here are some prize puns from 
Darlene. 

Punography 

• When chemists die, they barium. 
• Jokes about German sausage are the 

wurst. 
• A soldier who survived mustard gas 

and pepper spray is now a seasoned 
veteran. 

• I know a guy who's addicted to brake 
fluid. He says he can stop any time.  

• How does Moses make his tea? 
Hebrews it. 

• I stayed up all night to see where the 
sun went.  Then it dawned on me.  

• This girl said she recognized me from 
the vegetarian club, but I'd never met 
herbivore.  

• I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. I 
can't put it down. 

• I did a theatrical performance about 
puns. It was a play on words.  


